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* Fence 
* Cultivate 
* Sow . . . for 
profitable returns froi 
By C. V. MALCOLM, M.Sc. (Agric), Research Officer, Soils Division 
lHE recent saltland survey disclosed that about 305,000 acres of land previously 
cleared and sown had become salt affected. 
This represents a serious loss in produc-
tion but is offset by the fact that much of 
the land is capable of producing high 
yields of good quality fodder. 
In returning land to production three 
steps are needed:— 
(1) Fence. 
(2) Cultivate. 
(3) Sow suitable plants. 
Figures 1, 2 and 3 show a trial near 
Koorda in which oats and Wimmera rye-
grass, and bluebush and saltbush were 
sown on salt affected soil. The plots were 
fenced across the middle and one half was 
protected from grazing. 
Figure 1 shows the experimental area 
at the time of sowing. At least 50 per cent, 
of the area was bare. 
Fig. 1.—Experimental site just 
planted on saltland near 
Koorda. Note fence placed 
across plots and only one 
half protected from grazing 
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Fig. 2.—Plot sown with oats 
and Wimmera ryegrass photo-
graphed In the first spring. 
Note that growth even on 
the "nil" plot Is better Inside 
the fence 
Itland 
Figure 2 shows an oats and Wimmera 
ryegrass plot in the following spring. The 
benefit of fencing on both the sown and 
the untreated plot on the right are easily 
seen. By the end of summer the section 
outside the fence was back to its original 
bare condition. 
Figure 3 shows the plot sown with old 
man saltbush and bluebush as it looked 
about three years later. Note that no salt-
bush and only one bluebush has managed 
to survive outside the fence because of 
unrestricted grazing. Now that the peren-
nials have become established it will be 
possible to graze them annually and to 
make excellent use of the high quality 
fodder in late summer and autumn when 
it is most needed. 
Fig. 3.—Plot sown with peren-
nials photographed a b o u t 
three years after sowing. Note 
that no saltbush and only one 
bluebush have survived the 
unrestricted grazing outside 
the fence 
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Fig. 4.—After three years' 
protection the plot has been 
grazed In autumn. It will be 
possible to graze the area in 
late summer to autumn each 
year with strict protection 
for the rest of the year 
Figure 4 shows the same area after 
being grazed in April. Providing the gate 
is closed now and stock kept out, a similar 
grazing may be taken off the next year. 
Bluebush especially responds well to graz-
ing and actually gives better yields when 
given moderate to heavy grazing. 
Fencing is essential to give protection 
during the recovery period in late winter, 
spring, and early summer. 
DAY-OLD CHICKS 
Australorp, White Leghorn, R.L Red, 
New Hampshire, First Cross. 
Pullets, unsexed and cockerels. 
EPSOM AVENUE, REDCLIFFE. 
PHONE 6 5543. 
Price List on request. 
USING SALTLAND ADVICE 
Results of the survey ol saltland carried out 
during 1962 indicated that farmers had adopted 
methods of dealing with saltland advocated by 
the Department of Agriculture in the order of 
ease of application. Some 2,500 of the farmers 
who answered the survey questionnaire had 
cultivated salt-affected areas, 1,391 had sown 
recommended perennials but only 751 had 
fenced to protect saltland from grazing. 
In other words, three-quarters of the farmers 
with saltland had applied some form of recom-
mended treatment but because many had only 
adopted the recommendations in part they 
might not be rewarded for their efforts. 
Journal of Agruculture Vol 4 No 11, 1963
